Eyewitness to War





It was a time of conflict. A time of tyrants and upheaval.  For five years Gladys Arnold watched and wrote of a war she knew was coming, but others denied. In 1935 she was a Canadian reporter in France.  Sure of two things.  Her objectivity and pacifism.    Within those years, Gladys Arnold was transformed into an impassioned activist.  Helping lead Canadians into support for de Gaulle and his Free French.  Gladys’ story is a battle for ideas.  It is the tale of an  Eyewitness to War.





Three years in the making, this television documentary was shot in both Canada and France.  It is told by Gladys Arnold through her interviews and writing. The story is punctuated with a rich musical score and archival images.  Helping to tell Eyewitness to War  are:  Eric Amyot - historian and author of  “Le Québec entre Pétain et de Gaulle - Vichy, la France libre et les canadiens français 1940-1945”, Kay Rex - journalist and author of “No Daughter of Mine”, Nellita Geoffrey-Duchaume - Free French partisan and Michel Bonneau - son of Free French Commandant Gabriel Bonneau.


  


In 1929 Gladys Arnold made a pledge to herself  - “to someday see every country in the world, get everything out of every day, live in the pursuit of all my life and there make my future”.     Writing became a passion - one filling an emptiness that came from her father’s early death.  Her talents took her into danger and a grand adventure.





After working for five years as a reporter for the Regina Leader Post, Gladys Arnold moved to England, then France.  She learned the language as she went along.  In these years of war waged with words, Gladys Arnold went to battle for the Canadian Press.  Eyewitness to War makes strong use of her news articles and draws from the letters she wrote every week to her mother.





Gladys Arnold reported from England, Spain, Italy, France and Germany .   Viewers will see for themselves how and why she changed from reporting the news - to making the news.   Her commentaries on Chamberlain, Hitler Youth, anti-Semitism and starving children are gripping.  Gladys Arnold’s first hand experience with families destroyed by battle caused her to implore Canada to intervene. 





She experienced the invasion of France and was one of the first journalists to interview General Charles de Gaulle.  Upon Gladys Arnold’s return to Canada, she played an instrumental role in the Free French movement.  She gave up her job as a reporter to tour North America as the continent struggled to decide who was the rightful representative of France.  Her passion took her to the White House and stages of New York. In January 1945 she returned to France invited to report on civilians affected by war.  Later, till her retirement, she headed up English Information Services for the French Embassy in Ottawa. 





Gladys Arnold traveled to 60 countries, in her eighties wrote the book  “One Woman’s War”  and received France’s highest honour, the Chevalier de la Légion D`Honneur.  





Eyewitness to War shows the growing passion of one woman for a life of meaning.





