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Opening
Narrator:

It was a time of conflict. 
A time of tyrants and upheaval.

For five years Gladys Arnold watched and wrote of a war she knew was coming, but others denied.

In 1935 she was a Canadian reporter in France.
Sure of two things. 
Her objectivity and pacifism.

clip - Gladys

You live a very high tension life. At the same time as being dangerous, it’s exciting. You’re feelings are so mixed.  

Narrator:

Within those years, Gladys Arnold was transformed into an impassioned activist.  Helping lead Canadians into support for de Gaulle and his Free French.

clip - Gladys

It leaves you with a desire to be able to do something that would help humanity.

Narrator:

Gladys’ story is a battle for ideas. 

It is the tale of an Eyewitness to War.

Title Screen - Eyewitness to War
Block One

Narrator:

The beginning of the 20th century was the golden age of print journalism. Gladys Arnold was one of its reporters.

Through her writing, Canadians began to understand the terrors of war and the struggle to gain freedom.

Her stories were of statesmen and ordinary people and her sensibilities were rooted in the Canadian prairie.

clip - Gladys

Well I grew up in Saskatchewan.  My father was with the CPR and so my life was one of constant movement as long as he was alive.
Narrator:

Her dad was a station master.  His moves took Gladys Arnold to 14 schools.  She was only 9 when he died.  Alone - with her Mother and brother  - she turned to books and words.  World War One had just begun.

clip - Gladys

The first writing I did was how we were going to treat the Kaiser when we won the war.  You know it`s a long time ago.

(kids poem read off screen by young girl)

.....When the war is over, he will see.  We will beat him on the ocean and we’ll beat him on the sea, and we‘re going to hang the Kaiser from a great big tree

Narrator:

In high school Gladys Arnold read an article by a female reporter - about the Governor General of Canada and his wife crossing the country. 

clip - Gladys

It was my first idea that women could do reporting like this.  I really thought that`s what I want to be, is be a reporter.

Narrator:

She graduated from Weyburn High School, moved to Regina,  taught -  then talked her way into a position with the Leader Post.

Victor Sifton, managing editor, told her they “could always use a human interest writer who understood social problems.”

She became a reporter, columnist and editorial page writer.

clip - Gladys

The way people did in journalism in those days you know you were just thrown into the pot and sent out to cover stories which I liked very much.

Narrator:

Five years after the stock market crash, a depression strangled Canadians. Thousands protested in Regina.

Capitalism was questioned. 

Gladys Arnold looked elsewhere for answers.

clip - Gladys

At that time unemployment was so great except in Russia where everybody was working. Communism must be a good thing.

letter

 We`d all read Karl Marx and the famous Manifesto, news of fascism and  Hitler.  He promised to put everybody to work. Suddenly somebody said what we should do is go to Europe and find out what it’s all about.  It was like a spark.  let’s see who can make it first.)
Narrator:

Intrigued with politics and determined to get overseas, she worked another two years at the Leader Post, saved $500 and headed to England on a grain ship.

clip - Barry Robbins

Her mind was made up.  She had a opportunity to stay in Regina and if I can remember right, she was actually engaged to the same fellow three times and she got to the point where it was either to stay in Saskatchewan and maybe live on a farm and have six children or to travel and see the world.  And she said I knew what I wanted to do you know.

Narrator:

In July 1935, Gladys Arnold sailed from Fort Churchill Manitoba.

clip - Gladys

Of course I got a terrific amount of kidding about traveling on a grain boat. I suddenly realized I was a Canadian. I suddenly realized that was going into countries I wouldn’t know the language or anything. Yes I was excited.

Narrator:

She described her journey for the reading public.

(news article read)

As for dangers - the only trouble with the northern route is that the icebergs are too far away and too infrequently to get a good picture of them. 

Narrator:

After two weeks, Gladys Arnold arrived in London and  set up shop at Canada House.

clip - Gladys

When I first went overseas it was my own decision and after I decided to do that my editor at the Leader Post said that they`d pay me $10 a week and I would send 2000 words so that was my income. So I had to pick up some freelance work.

clip - Kay Rex

She discovered how cold it was in England.  And when she was typing in her room, she cut off the fingers of her gloves but it kept her hands warm with the rest of the glove and those that’s the way she looked after getting her stories out.
Narrator:

Reports on fashion and art were her bread and butter.  But that’s not why she’d traveled almost seven thousand kilometers.

clip - Barry Robins

She didn`t want any surface stuff.  She wanted to get right into where all the action was and to find people who could tell her what was going on you know.

Narrator:

London was filled with talk of fascists.  

Letter - we arrived to find the streets a seething mass. 
The persecution of the Jewish peoples in the east end of London has been giving growing concern to those who believe in the protection of minority peoples. 
Narrator:

Gladys Arnold heard of Germany’s intentions to recapture land it had lost after World War One.

clip - Gladys 

He said  Germany is not big enough. We haven`t enough territory and we`re going to have enough territory and you aren‘t  going to believe it because you English never believe things are going to happen that are going to happen that are inevitable.  And I remember listening to that and thinking how does he come over here and say if you don`t give it to us, we`ll take it.
Narrator:

In pre-war Europe, war was waged with words. Gladys Arnold’s writing became more political.  In 1936, wanting to be closer to the action, she moved to Paris.

 Every week she wrote a letter home about her experiences.
****overlapping voices from letters

a thousand impressions strike the eyes, the ears and yes, even the nose.  A first evening in Paris flashes before the eyes”

This was one of the greatest treats. The concert began at nine. He got 13 curtain calls.

And in the water the raindrops seemed to dance where the orange and red and white lights  were reflected. They looked like thousands of fireflies.

I cannot imagine a more beautiful or lovelier place to live.  

I can see the Cathedral of Notre Dame bathed in a kind of misty blue light. I thrill every time I step out on the balcony for I feel as though this is my city -my very own.
---------------------------------------------------------
clip - Kay Rex

She didn’t know a word of French but she knew that she belonged there and I guess that’s where she made up her mind that she would ah stay and get to know the French language and its people and stay away from the English people.  This isn’t what she wanted.  She wanted the French.

Narrator:

Gladys Arnold continued to write for the Leader Post and freelance for magazines and the Canadian Press.  She sent them two articles every week - with no promise of payment.

Stories of Paris, people and turmoil - strikes, inflation, communists and, European  conflict.

She wrote to her editor for direction.
(letter - Dear Mr. McRae:  If you could give me an idea from time to time of something you’d like to have written I would be glad to scout around and  get what I can)

(Macrae letter/voice - Your enlightening articles arrived today and make interesting copy.  In the main I revert to my old opinion that the human race is crazy.  There are no altruistic nations in the world.  How do you size it up?”

Narrator:

MacRae, wanted word on another hot spot  - Italy. 

Her stories from the fascist nation made the front page.

news article read

 I feel sometimes that he has all Italy hypnotized.  Too many generations have been sacrificed to frontiers, to the land, to patriotic songs and flags.  I’m a pacifist and I don’t care who knows it.




Narrator:

Gladys Arnold hated the prospect of war and upheaval.  As a cub reporter she’d admired fascism.   Now she had misgivings.

A note from the Canadian Society for German Culture allowed her to travel freely and judge Hitler’s reforms  for herself.

permission letter  read

Your reports will help to break the lies about the new Germany and create a better understanding between the nations, so we will find the most wanted thing and this is “the peace of the world”.
Narrator:

Summer, 1937, Gladys Arnold took the first of three trips to Germany. 

“Nobody can read my thoughts yet, thank God. I shall have a chance to see some of the political aspect of the question in Germany.  I’ll be the dumbest of the dumb and not write a word. Carry everything in my head. In the meantime, take care of yourselves. Lovingly, Glad.

clip - Gladys

I’ll never get over the feeling I had, contempt almost you know he had for the west.

letter read - 

We went out to see Hitler’s forums.  Can you imagine that lovely old city with three million flags and a million soldiers as it has been all week?  A sacrilege I call it.  

clip - Michel Bonneau

With world war one ended a world of good education and bourgeoisie, started a world of ideology, ideology and with ideologies, symbols and metaphors and things like that.  A world which I don’t know if we are able to understand it today.  

I do not know if we in the western world we are able to understand today what it meant.

clip - Gladys 

At first it seemed they treated him almost like a savior but he thought they owned the world and the rest of us should get in line.

clip - Gladys

It interested me to see the little boys dressed in little Nazi suits and I heard many of them say we‘re the chosen people.

Jews think they’re the chosen people but they’re not.  We’re the chosen people and you’ll see God will send his angels and destroy these armies. And they believed it too.

Narrator:

Gladys Arnolds final trip to Germany was in August 1938. She stayed 25 days.

letter read 

Every little town we passed was brightened by the factories which worked night as well as day.

We crossed the Black Forest where according to this morning’s news the Germans are beginning to build factories for the making of poison gas. Nice neighbours.)

clip- Gladys

When I first went over you see I only saw the surface but after I’d been there for a little while I began to see more than the surface.

letter read

In many of the villages that we passed they had big signs on the buildings facing the railway tracks.  Jews not wanted here. The Jews are our malediction. The Jews are a scourge.)
clip - Gladys

I was very idealistic about what the press could do and would do and so on.  I read the things about Germany and I thought you can write what you see but you can’t express an opinion.  Well I got over that.





Block Two
Narrator:

The years leading to World War Two saw French governments, their laws and their regulations in constant change.

People worried France was being torn apart. Its soul destroyed. 

Some looked to Hitler for stability and admired the Fascist crusade against communism and liberal ideas.

Military leaders, heads of government and journalists met weekly.  Gladys Arnold was part of this circle.  In 1938 she’d become the official Canadian Press correspondent.

clip - Kay Rex

That, that was pretty important. There wasn’t anybody else.  There were no other Canadian correspondents over there.  They hadn’t thought about Canadian correspondents.

clip - Gladys

In some ways France was ahead of us in that there were lots of French women journalists. The fact that I was a woman never seemed to me to make a difference.

Narrator:

On the 14th of February, Gladys Arnold left Paris to cover the Spanish Civil War. 

She slept very little as she wrote of 72,000 soldiers and thousands of orphans with no water, no food.  
news article read

In the crowd, one young woman still held her baby in her arms, dead three days of cold and starvation.  The ways of destiny are beyond understanding.  If  Canada feels so far from the theatre of war that she has no political interest in it, dare she be interested in this pressing human problem? Can we do less?

clip - Gladys

You find out how unimportant you are. That these things are so beyond the imagination in their in their affect on people. A lot things that you think were very important to you you discover have no importance really when it comes down to the fundamentals of living, of life.

Narrator:

France talked of being drawn into war. Gladys Arnold returned to Paris  - and received a  telegram from her mother.

cable read

Believe better come home.  Will cable boat fare. Meet you New York. First available boat, advise if okay.  love Mother”.

My own darling Mother: If I go home now before I’m sure it is necessary, I shall lose my standing not only as a journalist but for my own honour. To each of us comes our call.  I cannot return as long as I am needed.  I am not afraid.   I pray your forgiveness, Glad.

Narrator:

Hitler demanded more. More land and the return of Germans living in Czechoslovakia.

A way to satisfy him began to take shape.  September 17, 1938, Gladys Arnold heard about the plan from her contact in London.

letter read

Mr. Collier has his ear to the ground and has ways of hearing information.  says Chamberlain and Daladier will fabricate a solution which will give the impression at home of having gone half way but which Hitler can present to his people as a capitulation ....In a world kill Czechoslovakia as a nation.

The press is so censored. The fear of war so great I believe these countries would sacrifice anything to it - even our liberty.  I’m afraid of Chamberlain’s politics.  He can’t distinguish between a statesman and an unscrupulous scoundrel.  By the time you get this letter, the destiny of Europe will be decided.  As you know before I left Canada I was a complete and outright pacifist.  I’m not anymore.
Narrator:

France was all too familiar with war.  The landscape scarred with crosses of  a million and a half dead from World War One.   Millions of others gassed and wounded.

clip - Michel

There is not a single village in France where you don’t have these little monuments, that you see incredibly small villages with lists of tens of names of people of the village who died there and you can see people of the same family...families completely destroyed.

Narrator:

The country was ill prepared to fight mentally or militarily but confident in its defensive plan of action.

Troops were mobilized to stand ready at the Maginot LIne.

Hopes pinned on this huge fortified structure of underground bunkers built between France and Germany to guard against aggression.

Hitler proclaimed Poland, deserved to disappear from the world stage.  He started to make that happen on September 1, 1939.

France and Britain, previously pledged to assist Poland, now declared war.  Canada, a week later. Before help arrived, Poland collapsed.

Nine months passed before France was stung by aggression on its own soil. Gladys Arnold wrote of waiting for Hitler.

Gladys clip

The phony war, it’s very strange to be covering a war that’s not taking place but you know it’s coming.
hear audio from archival tape 

On April 9, 1940, the leaders of Nazi Germany shifted their war machine into high gear.  They overrun into Denmark, smashed into Norway.  On May the tenth, 1940 they dipped into Holland and Belgium.  The Nazi’s are marching ahead at the fastest speed a conquering army has moved in all history.

clip - Gladys

You knew it was inevitable. They picked them off one at a time.    They used the kind of plan that de Gaulle saw as the possibility of war, as he said it would be a war on wheels and so the Maginot Line was never used.

Narrator:

It had simply been bypassed.    By the 26th of May, allied troops retreated to England.  One week later, the German army, pushed further south into France.

Men and women of Paris, struggled to protect their monuments.

Gladys Arnold slept with her gas mask and placed in her pocket a note for her mother - in case she didn’t make it through the night.


Block Three

Narrator:

The second week of June 1940, the French Army – out maneuvered,  disheartened but not defeated-  began to retreat.

Civilians took to the roads as German troops moved in.

clip - Gladys

They sent fleets of motorcycles into the small towns and villages and said you better get your people out because this is a target.  So mothers and children and elderly were coming in from Denmark and Holland and from Belgium as well as the north of France and naturally flooding all the roads.  

clip - Gladys

It blocked the movement of allied troops in the north of France.

letter read

Just a little note tonight.  This week has been one filled with visions of misery and the results of the madness and brutality of Hitler. .....a child with a teddy bear but lost her mother and brother. ......killed on the road. .... Another woman who brought the bodies of her two children in a small cart. ........... How could I ever feel that the sacrifice they are making is not in vain if we are not ready to measure up to them? Keep your courage.
Narrator:
Paris was in disarray. Children for their own protection were sent away.
clip - Gladys

The people were terrified.  I’ll never forget in Paris looking out of my window and seeing the street packed solid.  For five days it was just solid streams of people going through Paris and on south.

Narrator:

As an explosion rocked the city.  Gladys Arnold took cover in the basement of the Sorbonne.
(letter - 

Dearest Mother, The day of the big air-raid started at 1:10.   We waited  and talked with people until we got tired and then we went up to the door where we could hear the aircraft guns and the bombs exploding.  In about an hour the all clear sirens went and we went out.  I found them washing the blood off the buildings.  The ambulances and fire engines were running around.  Several cars were burned to bits.  There was a general order for everybody to get out the next day.  June 10th. You can imagine my astonishment and alarm.  All trains are filled.  The city was rapidly emptying.
Narrator:

Gladys Arnold looked for censors to approve her latest story. She found instead that the government had fled Paris.  On June 12, she reluctantly left too. 

clip - Michel

My mother in law she ah she walked a hundred kilometers, she was 13 years of age. She walked a hundred kilometers fleeing the Germans and she was thirteen years of age and pushing her little belongings in a little caddy, something similar to what you see in supermarkets.

clip - Nelitta

They didn’t know where they were going. They were just escaping from the Germans you see.  They all came by here.  The, the entrance of this. They were going up. They didn’t know where they were going.  They were just escaping.

clip - Gladys

That first night the bombers came over and it was just people speaking to each other and saying to shut up and don’t light a match and you know all the things that, anything that would betray our road.  They passed over our road but they bombed the one south of Paris.

clip - Michel

German airplanes were machine gunning the French on the roads because of strategy of the Germans was to disrupt the communications of the French lines.

so by creating panic on the roads it disrupted obviously the movement of French troops as well as well as the movements of.  There were 8 million people on French roads.

clip - Nelitta

It was the end of everything. You could see these chaps who were trying to escape from the German army.  There was no question that they could fight.

letter read

Dearest Mother, I have had already five days on the road down from Paris. Helene realized at once that I must get out, that I must hurry because to be caught would mean the concentration camp as a belligerant. All my love my own dears, Glad
Narrator:

The Nazis entered an unprotected Paris on June 14.  In their march across France, they left thousands dead and wounded.  Hitler was triumphant in his victory.

clip - Michel

So you have the French again who feel who feel they are abandoned and alone.  There was no administration. There was nobody to cling to, no minimal principles.  It was people of the time tell me that it looked like the end of the world.  It looked like doomsday. You know like the trumpets of the apocalypse and all that. It looked like, really looked like doomsday.

Narrator:

Then French leaders changed again.  On June 16,  84 year old, Henri Philippe Pétain became premier.   He was a World War One hero, minister of war, ambassador to Spain, briefly prime minister.

The next day he asked France to stop fighting. He asked Hitler for an armistice.

clip - Gladys

Petain had taken over the government.  At the time I thought I would be able to stay. I couldn`t believe you see that France had fell until I heard Petain give his famous broadcast.

Gladys - clip

Petain announced to the nation that France was not going to take further part in the war.

Narrator:

Petain said he offered himself to France to relieve her pain.

Gladys Arnold arrived at Bordeux and the port of Verdun.   With her typewriter and notes she boarded a cargo ship headed for England.
letter read

I`ve been just sick with sorrow and unhappiness about France, about Paris and about being obliged to leave.  I shall never get over this betrayal of the French people......We had a tough time on ship. I slept in the coal hole with many others for four days. Only very little food and that we had taken with us. I am feeling fine only broken hearted over France.  It cannot be otherwise.
Narrator:

Before Gladys Arnold reached England, two star general Charles de Gaulle, who’d left Paris only days before her, issued his famous call to arms from the inner studios of the BBC.

clip - Michel

Exactly what happened on the 18th of June in London, he was the first guy who had the guts to go on the radio and say let`s continue to fight.

clip - Michel

And I think General de Gaulle himself was not, did not know where he was going. One has the impression that neither the British, nor de Gaulle where really knowing where de Gaulle was heading to.  The only matter was to unite the French to continue the war and it is gradually that the de Gaulle organization grew up and it grew up as things came.

audio from archival clip

It is 3:15 p.m.  Hitler strides slowly toward the little clearing.. I can see his face...

June 25 France and Germany signed an armistice.     

Gladys Arnold arrived in London in clothes she`d worn for 12 days. Exhausted she phoned the Canadian Press office.  They told her to come in for her next assignment.



Block Four
Summer, 1940. France was divided in two.  The Atlantic Coast and northern half, including Paris controlled by Germany.  Petain ruled the southern half from the town of  Vichy.  

In London, Gladys Arnold, Canadian Press reporter, headed for her June 28th interview with General Charles de Gaulle.

clip - Gladys

Well he was in London of course at the time.  I was lucky because I spoke French and nobody in the Canadian Press office in London spoke French. And so I was given the job to keep track of this Free French movement and of de Gaulle and so   I interviewed de Gaulle.  he took an hour of time to tell me what had happened in the north.  Tell me his intention to arouse French men from all over the world.  he told me what his plan was.  He was going to rebuild an army and even if it was a small army it would be a token that France was not ah was not out of the war and that France would be playing her part by the end of the war.

Letter read

Yesterday was the 14th of July.  The National Festival of Freedom in France.   This year it is a day of sorrow and mourning for freedom is a forgotten word.

Did an interview with general de Gaulle, the new French chief the other day and was happy to discover that he seems to be a serious sort of man with a streak of kindliness and humanness about him.  Probably the man to save France.

Clip - Nelitta

We had heard General de Gaulle and we were young so you know and we we hated the Germans. We hated to see them anywhere and I very soon said I can’t live like that.  It’s impossible I’ve got to do something.
Narrator:

Canada and the United States recognized Petain’s Vichy government and continued diplomatic relations.

In France, some welcomed Petain’s law and order, others resisted.  De Gaulle’s fledgling forces were without supplies. Yet others risked their futures to join him - including France’s diplomat to Afghanistan, Commandant Gabriel Bonneau. 
clip - Michel

My father he was one of them and he sent this telegram.  He felt it was his duty to fight the war.  He didn’t know who this general de Ggaulle was.  He did not know the organization.  Nothing at all.  He had never heard about General de Gaulle but okay General De Gaulle wanted to fight the war, to continue the war.  General de Gaulle is a general.  I, I do that.
Narrator:

The Vichy government branded De Gaulle a traitor, convicted him of desertion and treason and sentenced him to death.
Petain called for a return to conservative values.    Church, patriotism and a moral renewal of France.    He said the country had not yet atoned for its faults.  
The motto “Work, family, country replaced - “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity” 

This message was broadcast to the world.

clip - Michel

It seems to have been an atmosphere of something religious where ah the goddess was France, the high priest was Petain and Petain would lead his ah his people, like Moses would lead his people, through the desert, Petain would lead the Frenchmen to a new land and so on, pah ta te pah da da and the goddess was not Jehovah but France.

Narrator:

In October 1940,  Petain signed laws which made Jews -  an enemy of the Vichy government.

He began a period of faithful collaboration with Hitler.

Over the next few years, 76,000 French Jews were sent to their deaths.  

From French shores, Germany was now able to launch its air attack against Britain.

clip - Gladys

I was at the Canadian Press office when the sirens went.  We were down in the room where they kept all their films and God knows if they had dropped a bomb near there we were in far greater danger down there among all this film stuff but that was the first night London had a bomber come over and drop some bombs and that was after the ah Petain had taken over the government.

Gladys Arnold remained in London for another 2 1/2 months - reporting on the Free French.  The Canadian Press then asked her to travel home with a boat load of Britain’s children - being sent for safety - to Canada.  

clip - Gladys

I went to say goodbye to the people at Free French headquarters and say that I was coming back and then, General de Gaulle I said is there anything I can do and  he said you can you can try to explain to Canada what has happened.

 letter read

September first, 1940,  I know the de Gaulle organization very well and before leaving was made a “Brigadier d”Honneur” of the Legion de Gaulle - I will do all in my power to make them better known as they should be.  They are the true fighting spirit and stand for all the great qualities of the country. They are true to their allies and I believe will help in freeing their country.

Narrator:

Less than a year after she arrived home, Gladys Arnold resigned from Canadian Press. She joined others who’d come from France and beyond to work in an Ottawa office ....rallying Canadians for France’s liberation.  

clip - Nelitta

I found her charming and she probably found me bearable so we got on from the start very well and I started admiring her very, very much indeed because she was not necessarily very popular with everybody in Canada at the time and she was definitely, she had chosen her camp.

clip - Eric

When Free French started up here, they started with nothing.  Gladys Arnold came over to try to in a sense do some propaganda work for Free French and to counteract the propaganda made by the Vichy representatives here.

clip - Eric

It’s important to know that the French the French community in Montreal was quite divided. Some of the important fellows in the community were Vichiists or close to Vichy while you have some who were also close to de Gaulle so there was quite an internal struggle inside the movement and that really hindered the development of the Free French in Canada.

clip - Gladys

What we did was we were distributing all kinds of underground newspapers and so forth done by the resistance in France so we could distribute them in French and in English.  We got the copy of Liberation, it was one of the strongest papers in Paris underground papers, we got it within five days of it being printed in Paris.  In time we had twelve people working in the Free French office here in Ottawa.

clip - Eric

Gladys Arnold was quite important for Free French here in Canada. She knew people who could open doors for the Free French and also she also knew obviously quite well the press, the parliamentary press.

Narrator:

Over the next years, Gladys Arnold crossed the continent raising awareness and money for the Free French cause.

letter read

January 31, 1943. I forget when I last wrote.   I arrived in Washington at noon on Sunday on Monday at three in the afternoon. We were received at the White House by Mrs. Roosevelt.
clip - Nelitta

She had no clue what was going to happen but she had faith.
letter read 

I had a fine time in New York.  I was on the stage with the other 11 Canadian women. 

Narrator:

The work of Gladys Arnold and Free French Committees helped change the tide of public opinion.

By June 43, most factions united behind Le Comittée Français de Liberation Nationale - including Prime Minister Mackenzie King who’d tried to steer a path past the hornets nest of who represented France.

A year later, the physical battle for France intensified - on the beaches of Normandy - and spread east toward Paris. 

De Gaulle who had rankled many - including Roosevelt - paid a grateful visit to Canada.  He honored those working on behalf of the Free French.

clip - Nelitta

De Gaulle came to visit our office so he said you are in the war. What you’re doing here is very important.

clip - Michel

That’s all he said “vous au bien du fait you’ve done well.  De Gaulle had given something, ah  meaning to the life of my father and to a meaning to the life of other people who had joined him.

clip - Gladys

You see a certain lot of remarkable  human courage and  how important we are as individuals depends on how we use our lives.






Block Five

archival voice

“for four desperate days starting on August 19 the forces of the interior had been battling the Germans inside the city.)

Narrator:

August 25, 1944, the allies reached Paris. German troops had already begun the surrender to resistance forces.


De Gaulle anxious to quell trouble from his enemies and establish French - not allied control - strode down the Champs-Elysées

clip - Eric

There’s something quite romantic about the Free French experience and these non conformist going against the machinery of the state and Gladys Arnold I think fit quite remarkably in the picture what were these first resistance, these first Free French.

Narrator:

Gladys Arnold returned to France - invited by the new government - to report on ordinary people affected by war. She arrived the first week in January 1945.

As the front moved forward, Gladys Arnold traveled through the ruins.

clip - Gladys

When you go through a war and you see the effects of it on the people and on yourself ah you realize how helpless and how small we are.

Narrator:

April 4, 1945, Gladys Arnold followed the French Army inside Germany.

clip - Gladys

It’s very hard sometimes to put into words the things you feel. Man’s inhumanity to other human beings.  How can they do this and expect to live for the rest of their lives remembering this? How does anybody live with themselves?  Until we get rid of our prejudices I don’t see how we can progress.

Narrator:

For the next number of months, Gladys Arnold and the Free French Committees provided food, clothing and shelter for families affected by war.

letter read

The war has made so many changes in my life that I am not the same person.  Everybody here is more or less ill in one way or another..either suffering from malnutrition or morally depressed.  The oppression of the spirit..has reacted like a poison and it will be some time, in my opinion, before the people of Europe...will be able to reach normality again)
Narrator:

January 15, 1946, General de Gaulle thanked Gladys Arnold for supporting her French friends in difficult times.

`
Gladys Arnold returned to Canada, her mother and a position with the French Embassy in Ottawa.  She headed up its English Information Services till she retired in 1971.

In that same year, France presented her with its highest honor, the Chevalier de la Légion D’Honneur.

In 1987 she published her book, One Woman’s War.

Gladys Arnold received numerous awards, traveled to 60 countries and established two scholarships.   In her 90’s, home is again Regina - near family and her prairie roots.

clip - Barry

We’ve been very fortunate to have her as a relative. She certainly has her views about many, many things. She’s a woman of conviction. 

(Gladys - adams ale.  (barry) that’s right, that’s right

clip - Barrry

And it’s just very exciting that we’ve got to know her as well as we have and ah and ah the things that she’s taught us about life will carry on and I think to future generations as we sort of put them all into retrospect you know

clip - Kay Rex

It was a great thing for the women to know that one woman was doing what she was doing.

clip - Nelitta

There are two Gladys Arnolds. The one that I know not only is a very good journalist because that’s what she is but she’s a very wonderful human being.

clip - Gladys

I only speak as a Canadian but I’ve lived you see most of this century. I have seen two wars. I wasn’t old enough to understand much of the first one but I realize that that we’re not very civilized yet.  The world has become so small because of communications that we have to get along or else we won’t exist. And, I hope we don’t ever lose the desire to settle quarrels, big ones or small ones, by cooperation and peaceful means.
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