
COOPER ROCK PICTURES WINS GOLDEN SHEAF AWARD FOR BEST DOCUMENTARY HISTORY

Regina, Saskatchewa, May 27, 2002   -   Eyewitness to War, Cooper Rock Picture’s gripping documentary about Canadian reporter Gladys Arnold, was honored with the 2002 Golden Sheaf Award for Best Documentary History on Saturday, May 25th.  Hundreds of outstanding entires vied for the coveted awards at the 55th Yorkton Short Film and Video Festival - the longest running event of its kind in Canada.  History Television sponsored the Best Documentary History category.  

Three years in the making, Eyewitness to War is an engaging story of Gladys Arnold’s transformation from pacifist to impassioned activist.  It was filmed in both Canada and France and has aired on History Television. Future broadcasts are scheduled for SCN.  The program was produced by Lori Kuffner and Barb Campbell and directed/written by Barb Campbell and Daryl K. Davis.  

“We are extremely pleased and honoured to have been awarded a Golden Sheaf.  In the chaos of war, Gladys Arnold remained true to herself” says Cooper Rock Pictures president Lori Kuffner.   ‘It’s important how you live your life Gladys said.   Those words won’t be forgotten.” 

Barb Campbell continues “ This story of a woman traveling alone across oceans and into a coming war, her struggles to awaken a sleeping public have taken on new meaning since September 11th. It’s a privilege to tell this universal story of wrestling with choice and belief. Thank you to all who supported us. This honour will help ensure that additional audiences hear the story of  one woman’s growing passion for a life of meaning. “ 

Born in Macoun Saskatchewan,  Gladys Arnold, in 1929,  talked her way into a position with the Regina Leader Post. Witnessing economic depression and unrest, curious about fascism and communism - in 1935, with $500 in her pocket and speaking only English,  she sailed by grain ship overseas.  Writing took her into danger and grand adventure. Based in Paris, she went to battle for the Canadian Press, filing stories of turmoil from Germany, Italy, Spain, France and England.  Her observations on spreading anti-Semitism and the cruelties of conflict are haunting.. She was the only Canadian reporter to witness the Nazi invasion of France.  From London, she was one of the first to interview Charles de Gaulle after his famous  ‘call to arms’.  A note to her mother proved prophetic “he’s probably the man to save France”.    Inspired, Gladys Arnold went on to co-found the Free French Association in Canada - combating Nazi propaganda across the continent - from New York stages to the White House to Boston Radio.  

In 1971 she was presented with France’s highest honour, the Chevalier de la Légion D’Honneur. In 1987 she published her book “One Woman’s War”. She traveled to 60 countries and established two scholarships.
Eyewitness to War is one of five documentaries in the Canadian Women of Courage series, testament to past achievements and future goals and an important resource for educators and the general public.

Daryl K. Davis was senior editor.  David C. Hansen was director of photography.  Robert Pytlyk was sound recordist.   The sound design was created by Pat Butler and Cary Ciesielski of Protrax Digital.  Stephen Arsenych and Heather Hill narrated.

The program received financial support from History Television, Saskatchewan Communications Network, Canadian Television Fund, Canadian Millennium Partnership Program, Canadian Studies Program - Canadian Heritage, Saskatchewan Film Employment Tax Credit, Canadian Film or Video Tax Credit, The Royal Canadian Legion and CBC Saskatchewan.

Cooper Rock Pictures Inc produces and distributes engaging and thought provoking documentaries worldwide. It is committed to telling personal tales of achievement - continuing a tradition that links us through time and across cultural barriers.
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