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Narration and Clips Script
Opening
Clips

Bud McKague  - cowboy poet

You know there are only two types, those that are cowboys and those that wish they were.  

Al Baler  - one of Shirley’s guitarists

There’s probably not a kid in the world who wouldn’t want to get on the back of a horse, if he could ride it.  Even at Safeway.

Shirley -  There’s a romantic thing about the outdoors and the cowboys and the cattle. 

Narrator:

The west is a place of mythology.  Its stories told in song.  Tales of cowboys, cattle and second chances.  Possibilities are as big as the sky.

This is a yarn about Shirley Field - who became an international yodeling champ singing and writing songs about the range.

For over 50 years she’s entertained North American audiences. From a Kamloops radio station to the Grand Ole Opry to the B.C. Cowboy Hall of Fame.

They say cowboys yodelled to sooth their cattle for the night.
Shirley sang to quiet her own heart.

Her passion is the west.  Her obsession is music.  Her choices came at a cost.

Some call her “Canada’s best kept secret”.  Miss Shirley Field.

On screen text:


Don’t let so much reality into your life that there’s no room left for dreamin’.








Texas Bix Bender

Title card 
Memory Trail

Block One

Narrator: 

Where does it come from?  This ache in your gut.
To do somethin’, to want somethin’?

Shirley picked a trail and took a chance.    
Maybe she should have smelled trouble head.
Instead, she only sensed adventure. 

Clips

Shirley
I’m a born dreamer and an incurable romantic.  I’ve been called that many, many times.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley    

My mother and father told me that I learned to sing before I could walk before I could even talk.

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
my dad was a cowboy. he raised beef cattle and we had horses.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley


My mother was a singer, a beautiful soprano and my dad used to write songs and used to fool around and sing and yodel.. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Shirley



On radio we’d hear stories about cowboys

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley




I thought a cowboy had to have a guitar, a cowgirl.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
I was about 12 when I bought my first guitar from Eaton’s I think it was or Sears.  It was a stellah guitar and I earned the money by picking up potatoes. It was 9 dollars I remember that and I couldn’t afford the bar that you had to play it with so I used a knife and ran that up and down the strings.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Judy Maida - Shirley’s sister. One of three siblings

When they were busy doing the farm chores, she would much rather just sit under the apple tree and strum the  guitar and sing or practice on one of her songs that she happened to be writing at the time.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Shirley
I just wanted to be out there singing so, when I was 12 years old I was singing at rodeos and playing my little guitars. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Judy
 

When she was 15 she left home and got her first job and she had a 15 minute radio show in Kamloops 
Judy  

It’s a God given talent as far as I’m concerned.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley


I was just 17.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
I called it the Cowboy Sweetheart Show because I used Patsy Montana’s, I want to be Cowboy’s Sweetheart, for my theme song.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Freddy Frederickson  - Shirley’s first love
 I used to listen to that before I even knew her.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Freddy

I guess it was her dad actually introduced me to her.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley


There was something about him that drew me to him somehow 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Freddy


I guess we were kind of serious kids for our age. We went together off and on for close to two years. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
I don’t know, there was just something about him that drew me to him somehow. We were talking about marriage and I thought I still want to sing and I don’t really think it’s time. ...and I went to the coast, to Kamloops.  I kind of broke it off. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Freddy


That was the end of it then.  
Narrator: 

Across the western landscape Shirley drifts.  As far as she can roam. 
To the Canadian west coast.  Travelin’ light.
For a while. 

In 1950, Shirley Field wins the Northwest Opoen Yodeling Championships at the Pacific National Exhibition.  Wilf Carter is the judge.

Clips

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley



I became the Canadian female yodeling champion was the first thing that happened in my life, a big thing.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley


Wilf Carter wrote me letters a lot and said nice things and told me to keep going  and all that sort of thing.  He was probably my biggest inspiration at the beginning.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
SHIRLEY 



I met this other fellow that somebody introduced me too and he was really quiet.   I guess I thought I loved him. I don’t know how many months, about a year I guess, I decided I’d marry him.

Narrator:

And she does,  marry Peter.
Clips

Shirley 

  We had three boys and I kept singing.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
They were very good little singers when they were real small. They had perfect voices so I dressed them up real nice cowboy clothes.  They were all the same and they had little boots 41:57

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley




They had this show on CTV in Burnaby and it was called tiny tots so I took my boys there and they had to be auditioned and they were picked and they sang on there quite a few times  because there voices were so nice. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chesney




I was doing a radio announcing show at the radio station in New Westminster, CKNW. 1:26:46

chesney


We had a system of bringing in local artists.........Shirley just happened to be one of the entertainers who would come in to the studio and work with the musicians on hand, the Rhythm Pals, Evan Kemp and his Trailriders.

Chesney

She’d come in a sing a few songs and do a little yodeling, on the Round Up Program and on the Rangers Cabin program . 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chesney


She has a very sweet voice on ballads, that quality of voice, that purity of delivery, notes were all distinguishable and blended into a real harmonic song.  Excellent, just love that stuff.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chesney
 

We had other ways to help her out occasionally.   Ken Stoffer had the supper club in Vancouver ... He called me up and said how would you like to take Marti Robbins on tour, Loretta Lynn.  Then he says go ahead and plan something and make arrangements for dates and maybe we should get some extra stars or extra performers.

  --------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chesney


Shirley and Her Tiny Trio we called them. And these kids would get on stage and they’d perform like little veterans.  They were very good.  We took them on this tour and they were quite the hit.  1:36:30

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Shirley
When I wrote “An Illusion”.....

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
We were going through Caramea.  So I looked up at the mountains and Loretta was sitting the car and she was writing on paper bags, you known brown paper bags.  She was writing songs but she wrote about people more...like .um things that she wrote about like you aren’t woman enough to take my man, fist city, somebody was after her husband and all that.  I would write about things I saw in nature.  If you read the words, I looked up at the mountain and seemed to see your face, but it was just an illusion, you were in some other place....It was a sort of sad love song but it was also about mountains and echoes and illusions of things. There’s a lot of illusion in life where you think its real and its not.

Audio interview - Shirley


I kept singing on the radio in Vancouver.  There were 2 or 3 different stations.  I did shows with Evan Kemp and Barney Potts.  I did some TV shows, Cross Canada Barn Dance at CTV for I don’t know how long that went on? For quite a while. We’d do different segments.

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator:

And it might have ended there except for the early deaths of Shirley’s parents. 
Her mom dies at 46.  Her dad at 55.  
Each of the kids gets a little money. 
Shirley eventually uses hers to go to Nashville.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Clips

Shirley



I told all my relatives in Missouri  I was going down  there to be on the Opry, not knowing you had to have an audition or have a record out or whatever.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley




 I ......did a single and the fellow that happened to record me went with me to the WSM studio and told Aut Devine that I was Opry material which was wonderful.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
So Aut said, so you want to be on the Opry.  and I said, oh yes it’s been my dream since I was a little girl and so he said well. he said you can come down and you can be on Patsy Cline’s spot because Patsy had just had that bad accident so she wasn’t available.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
I wore this crinoline along with this nice little, tiny skirt and this top which is tiny too.  This is a dress that I bought in Nashville because I knew I was going to be on the Opry.  I forget if Loretta was with me when I bought it or not and I was staying at her place.  I’ve had it for how many years.  I’ve had it now.  Does this sound stupid. (laughs) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
I waited and waited until 10:15 and I was on.
Grand ole opry host from stage
Welcome to the Grand ole Opry, the capitol of country music through out the world.  Let her go boys.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley

It was in the Ryman auditorium and it was a big old church and um there was just people everywhere. I mean,  they were sitting on the steps outside. They were sitting on the floor  in front and they were up above. They were everywhere. Laughs

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
It was quite something.  I remember it was raining and people were sitting on the open steps still listening in the rain. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley


I did Kenny Roberts, Just a Yodel for Me. ...that was what got me the standing ovation.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Shirley


When everyone started to stand up, Ii thought they were going to go.  oh it was so funny. ....Johnny Cash’s wife June Carter said honey, she said, they love you and she put her arms around me and gave me a big hug.

Shirley


And then from there I went over to the Ernest Tubb record shop which is just thru the alley and they have what they call the Midnight Jamboree ..and they put me on there too.  ...that was all done on the radio and my relatives heard everything in Missouri.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator:

Shirley is the first Canadian woman to sing on the Grand Ole Opry.

Clips

Shirley





I guess fame wasn’t really in it.  it was more like I want do this.  it was something I had to do.  It is an obsession to be a singer. 
Narrator:

None of us knows what lies ahead.

A good thing I suppose.

It’s a long drive back to Canada with plenty of sunsets.  And change round the bend.

Block Two

Narrator:

Opportunities.  Songs of the west. 
Shirley is about to become a touring performer.

Clips

Judy 



No one has the driving force she has to perform.  None of us.  This was something she was born with.  Till the end of her life, this is what she does.  

Narrator:

In 1963, Shirley signs a contract with Rodeo Records.  
The family moves to Ontario. 
Shirley records in Montreal and Toronto and,  heads out on the road.

Clips

Shirley


One of the songs I brought out was, ”Shattered” and it was a sad ballad kind of thing. I happened to be walking with my youngest son at the time and he had bare feet and I picked him up quick and said there’s a piece of glass there.  It could shatter and cut you.  I ran all the way home and picked up a pencil and wrote the song Shattered.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator:

In 1964, an all girl band, the Dartels is formed. 
Shirley is front and centre.

Clips

Shirley


We were doing country and we were doing yodeling and so on.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Judy  

When i was finished high school..... I joined her and we formed an all girl group and toured throughout Ontario and our pictures were pasted up everywhere you know and then you revisit those locations and people were waiting for you to return.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Judy


The smoking that went on in the nightclubs and bars was amazing.  Like, try to yodel and sing through that is an interesting thing.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bill French - Shirley’s ex husband, band member
I was with a group called Pink Debry and the Wanderers. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bill


We went up to Kirkland Lake.    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bill 


Went down to the Franklin Hotel one night and there’s this all girl band and there’s Shirley in the middle, little 5 foot four Shirley there and she’s singing and yodeling her head off and I thought, oh boy this is good.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bill

That kind of did it I think.  You know, yodeling made us notice each other. Neither one was looking for a relationship.  It was one of those things that happened.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bill
It was tough. I was in the process of kinda getting a divorce and she wasn’t,  but I guess she was gonna.  Neither of us wanted it.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator:

Shirley’s first marriage comes to an end.
A decision that later gives her second thoughts. 
The kids,  no longer singing, return west.

Clips

Shirley
I thought I had made a mistake you know how you think you’re right and you’re not. So eventually, so eventually that marriage dissolved. 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Bill


Her husband took the boys and went back to B.C.  Shirley had a hard time with the 3 boys not being there.   I don’t think Shirley ever got over that but that’s the way it turned out.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Judy

If you focus on something you want to be great at, there’s got to be something that falls by the wayside.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
When you have children you’re supposed to be there......   Now they’re grown up it’s still bothersome and bothers me too because I love my children. 

Then I just forged ahead and kept on with my music. Maybe that was a mistake but it did it.
Narrator

In the 1960’s Shirley marries Bill French.  
She leaves the Dartels.  
She and Bill go on the road with a band. 
First called Shirley Field and the Country Casuals. 
Later, The Shirley Field Show.

A son Billy is born.  He travels with the band.

Clips

Bill

Things were just cooking, the band was good. We were always booked. I mean we’d blow into these towns with this Cadillac. It was a site to behold.

The old uhaul -  we bought one in Hamilton for 150 bucks. Dragged this thing behind us and when we got to Oshawa, Ontario, a pal of mine took the thing and he put our name on the side. All black like the Cadillac.  When we rolled into town, that was a site to behold, both sides, “The Shirley Field Show - featuring the Country Casuals”…...ta da ta

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bill



When Shirley sang, I used to tell her I think you could sing the phone book and make it sound good.  ...Then she’d do some of the yodeling. It was considered a little vocal trick and it used to really wake people up.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bill 

Our fans were so important. We had a fan club, started by Harry Chappel, salt of the earth. He worked for us incessantly.  

Bill

We were in the states I remember and Harry brought a carload  down into the states from Ontario out to Nebraska.  Showed up one night, that was the kind of guy Harry was.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
Cayol Peterson from Minnesota took a liking to what I was doing too and she got hold of Harry and took over the American part of the fan club.  She was very dedicated.

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cayol Carter - ex fan club representative

I think they were amazed because of her abilities yodeling because it was so perfect. It was packed. They would be packed. Everybody was buying tapes and pictures and it was a good thing, it was really good.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cayol


I was in contact with Germany and ...... people from all over the world had contacted me to become a member.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Cayol

She’d get up in the morning she’d come and say Cayol come fix my hair so I’d put rollers  in her hair for her and just. I’d make big pots of stew.  Oh, they just loved the stew.  I’d have it ready for them when they come home at night or have a big meal when they got home after their dance job or gig.  I’d have it all ready.  It would probably be 3 o’clock in the morning but we’d have a great big supper for ‘em. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bill


If you felt it was going to last forever, and we all, you blew it right away and I must say my bar bills were atrocious. .... and Shirley didn’t like that much.    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator:

Restless times.  Too many saloon doors and stages. 
The marriage starts going bad. 
Both it and life on the road are about to end.

Clips

Shirley


It doesn’t matter what happens at home or happens beforehand.......you get on that stage and you can’t let people know that you’re upset or sick or whatever because they want to see you perform and they don’t really want to know about your personnel problems. I kept that part of my life to myself and I did my shows and nobody ever knew that I was hurting. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator
Bill and Shirley, and the band, split up.
Clips

Shirley




Inspiration comes when you’re unhappy. 

Shirley



What do you do when your heart tells you  love someone and your head tells you you’re just a fool.  That is so true in my case (laughs) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator:

Shirley decides to head back west. 
There, a new direction in her music takes place.

Block three

Narrator:

Shirley moves back to British Columbia.
She marries William. 
Her music and venues change.
Shirley finds she’s writing less about broken hearts and more about the open range.  
Over 40 Shirley Field songs are recorded and a dozen albums.

(on stage performance of Shirley singing in Arizona)

Clips

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
The type of songs I like to write are the western ones - about horses and cattle and wolves and coyotes and cowboys. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Buddy Gale - cowboy poet and co-writer of songs with Shirley
I met her in Pincher Creek she asked me for some poems and she said. Do you have any bronc riding poems and I said yes I got two.  That’s all I want is bronc riding poems so she took them and one of them is a song.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Buddy


She can read it slowly and by the time she’s done she has the music for it.  Doesn’t work that way for me.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Buddy


I think for yodelers what appeals to them is the fact that there’s not a lot of people can do it and do it well. So they know that when they’re doing it they know they’re in a little personal part of the planet that not everybody can walk on I guess.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dave Longworth - actor, cowboy poet, friend

A lot of the young women, especially in this area, Eli Barsey, ...will probably tell you herself that she has a tremendous debt to Shirley that she honors all the time and she has really taught her about yodeling and that sort of stuff.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Eli Barsi - recording artist

I had heard about Shirley Field. We were at a show. We were performing together in Stony Plain, Alberta and there was Shirley Field.  .everything that everyone had said about her was absolutely true and I was astonished.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Eli


Knowing how difficult it is to yodel and then she was yodeling beyond that. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Eli

You have to learn to break your voice and that’s the key to getting the ups and downs smooth so it takes a while. You don’t want to be around someone learning how to yodel, it’s pretty brutal.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Eli


Every time we run into each other she always has some good pointers for me.  we’ll sit down and have a cup of coffee and do a little visiting and she’ll tell me try this try that and I’m like I don’t know if I can do that cause the yodeling she does is so intricate and she says, just keep working at it. You’re getting better every time I hear you she’s so encouraging, so I’m so thankful.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
Until I can’t do it any more. Feel that I, until I feel my voice isn’t going to handle it, I’m going to stay.

Narration

And stay she would.
Though her third marriage ends after 15 years. 
She’s determined to get things right and, turns to her cowboy heroes for answers.

Block 4

Narrator:

Shirley Field takes her place among the singing cowboys of the west. 
Her coming years filled with trips to places like Calgary, Kamloops and Tucson.  

She wins applause and friendship in these gatherings of cowboy singers.

Clips

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dave


I am very proud of our Canadian contribution to the world of country and western music.  Bob Nolan and stuff and Shirley is very much a part of that legacy.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator:
The WMA’s Female Yodeler of the Year.

The Bully Award from Canada’s Cowboy Festival. 

The Will Rogers Yodeler of the Year.

And, in 2000, she’s inducted into the B.C. Cowboy Hall of Fame.

One of the places showcasing her talent is Stony Plain, Alberta.

audio from Stony Plain

Hey Shirley, it’s good to see you.  Hi Shirley.  So are we doing a rotation?  Are you going to mc for us.  Yes only because you asked.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

from the stage

Ladies and gentlemen, please give a warm welcome to one of our favorite ladies.  She has been the North American female yodeling champion, has an amazing voice.  She’s a wonderful lady. If you’re nice to her she can be like the queen of England.  If you’re not nice to her she can be like a deck hand on a freighter ship.  I’ve always been extremely nice to Shirley Field.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

performance from stage ends with Shirley saying “Thank you folks I love you very much”.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
I find you go to a cowboy poet gathering or a western music gathering you’ve got people who are appreciative.  They aren’t sitting there bleary eyed. You know they’re listening.  You know the applause and the standing ovations are genuine.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dave 



Western music has always been a celebration of the west itself, the outdoors, the wonders of nature and working the cattle drives and the loneliness.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Fred Goodwin - western music historian

It talks about the ways of the cowboy, the Prairies, the moon at night, the cows, the cattle, the horses, the cool clear water and all the tumbling tumbleweeds and ghost riders in the sky.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Buddy


The west is probably two different things.  There’s what people think it is and then there’s what it really is.   It has this haunting romantic appeal that works better in your imagination.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

John Messenger - president Western Music Association

The extended family within western music communities has just enriched my life with some of the most remarkable people I have met in my life. Not only talented but good, gentle, caring human beings of which Shirley Field is one of the premiere examples of a good human being, I’ve been privileged to meet.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
I got back into this cowboy thing and back to me roots.  That’s where I’m happy. People will say to me you’re a country singer.  I’ll say no I’m not.  I always had my cowboy hats and boots and everything.  Cowboys fall in love with girls and lose girls and they have their horse and dog and that sort of thing.  You can go and sing around a campfire or TV or anything if they’ll have you.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Aamon McBride - Irish singer

We all thought we were cowboys back in school. I see the cowboy era as the most romantic era of the horse.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
There’s just been so many people that have been influential, Roy Rogers, Rex Allen is still a real good person to keep me going.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rex Allen

 ...... every year I come home for this little celebration and the town folk put it all together and treat me like a king when I come home and Ii just go around and smile and love it,  every minute of it.  

Narrator
Rex Allen is the last of the silver screen cowboys. 
Shirley’s performing at his Tribute of the Century.

Rex Allen 

We sing sad songs and happy song - runs the gauntlet of the west and the cowboy.  It’s a way of life.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator:
Willcox, Arizona.
The dusty street of the cowboy town are long paved over.  
Sidewalks give off vapor from hundred degree heat.
Rattlesnakes look for shade.
The sounds of cowpokes battle to be heard above the passin’ trains.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Walter (?) - Austrian country/western music promoter

The roots of country and western music maybe started in Europe, it brings together all the people from all around the world and it’s for everyone. It’s wonderful.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Janet McBride - Performer, former owner Mesquite Opry

It’s just an itch that you have to scratch. I call it my fix for the week is when I can get up on the stage and I’m sure it’s the very same for Shirley. It’s something that will not go away until our voice won’t go there any more.  

Janet McBride

Shirley Field after we met, she went back to Canada. I went back to Mesquite Texas.  I got a letter saying she would really like to come and be on the Mesquite opry if you’ll have me...and now we’re talking a lot of miles to come from British Columbia. She was going to end up in Tucson at the Western Music Festival.  Let me tell you coming all the way  
I wrote her back and said Shirley this is not on the way to Texas. She wrote back and said I know but your opry has got a name world wide.  ....I want to be on the mesquite opry show if I can.
So I said you bet, you just tell me when you’re going to be here.  You’ll be a feature artist. 
Sure enough here she come in a motor home. That perseverance of a lady to drive that far. Just to be on a show and yodel in Texas and America,  that told me a whole lot about Shirley Field. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Janet - presenting trophy to Shirley from stage in Arizona

I’m here to present Shirley Field with the 1999 yodeling award for the academy of western artist.  It’s not female, male.  It’s yodeler of the year and I want you all to give her the kind of hand she deserves.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bud McKague  cowboy poet
When she hits that long note and holds for about two minutes there, what goes through your head is “how can she do that? How is it possible for anyone to do that?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Messenger
If I started counting awards, I’d run out.  I have no idea how, how many times Shirley has been recognized for yodeling.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Butch


She is a lot of fun. She gets very excited before the show and she just gets wound up tighter than a spring you know. When she gets on stage she comes to life and she loves every minute of it.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Narrator:

Life is full of partings.  
Rex Allen dies a few months later.
Long ago Shirley had come to terms with inevitable change.  
Sometimes, just by accident, life takes another turn.  
Shirley was more than ready for it this time.
Block  5

Narrator:  

Early on, music set Shirley on a journey that took her far away from the ranch on which she’d started - 
and the cowboy who first captured her heart. 
Suddenly she is back where she began.

 Clips

Shirley
I think probably when I got older...music was probably the most important thing in my life and um...it’s still important in my life but not as important as then...not the performing part.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Judy

All of us are really proud of what she’s done because that’s what she wanted and that’s what she achieved.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------



Narrator:

In 1998, Shirley starts over. 
On a ranch with the man she’d walked away from 40 some years ago. 
He sees her picture in Canadian Cowboy Magazine. 
Waits four months for his courage. 
Then calls. 
They marry at the home of her lead guitarist in White Rock, British Columbia.

Shirley  

I always sang that song I want to be a cowboy’s sweetheart and then I’d say on stage you know I do, I want to be a cowboy’s sweetheart and darn it I never married a cowboy.  (laughs) and so now I’m married to a cowboy, the cowboy  that was there in the first place .

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Judy


She’s gone back to our roots, really. She’s gone back to the cattle. She’s back to the horses. I mean she’s always loved horses. She loves nature.

Freddy



It sure changed my life around and it’s kind of nice to be happy again. more than a little bit.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Freddie



I’ve had a good life...I lost my wife with cancer quite a few years ago.  I never thought I,  shouldn’t say mixed up, I’d have another woman again.  Never counted on running into Shirley again. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley   

You get older and wiser and really realizing what you missed all those years and should have kept.  But that’s hindsight. That’s youth. Now it’s maturity.  I hope I’m mature anyway.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Judy

She’s always had that, this cowgirl cowboy thing and I’m just wondering now that she’s on a ranch , farm ranch type thing, whether she’s found what she’s really  happy with. I hope so. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Freddy



She always liked the western way of life.  Of course music has always been an important part of her life. Was back then. Still is.  Always has been. Always will be, I guess.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Freddie


I’m no musician I couldn’t carry a tune in a pale but I always enjoyed listening to her and could sit and listen to her for hours.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Freddie


Quite often I have to talk her into singing me a few songs and then she sings 3 or 4 and I go to sleep. (laughs)  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley 

Things I write about now are truth and I’m not hiding anything. All this has been tucked in my heart and soul for 50 years. You look at movie stars, they seem to be able to get away with stuff.  I don’t consider myself a star...so therefore    I’m an ordinary person. Other people probably look at me not as a movie star but as an idiot some times. (laughs).....or they think all kinds of things and who care, it’s my life. I feel like it’s time I did something right because obviously I’ve been making mistakes for many years and it’s been hard on me and everybody else.  I’ve hurt a lot of people unintentionally. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley


You think of all the good things, the tour with Marti Robbins and the recording and all the things the big stars say to you that you admire but always after that’s over, you have time to think about how things really are 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley   

I’m a survivor you know.    I would say that most of what happened in my life, I brought on myself because of the way I am sensitive. You can’t do what I did and not hurt somebody.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley   

I think I was trying to save myself.

  --------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley


It’s a journey. It’s a journey all right. I started out on a ranch and made my journey back to a ranch. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Shirley


I thought that I was going to get old and not find what I was searching for and it was there all along, at the beginning.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dave


We may have got our lives started here, but went away and did other things and then found out through the course of life that it was the values that we learned as children and young people growing up that sustained us through these other things we did and these other places that we went. And, when those values became the real important part of our lives, we came back and re-established ourselves with our roots.  I think that is probably what Shirley has done and I think …
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dave


We are allowed to dream out here. But you know, you better get a few blisters in the meantime or nobody will take you seriously.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shirley
I just feel really good, more than I’ve felt in years and years. I feel content and ah, I’m not ..I feel free, I can ride my horse, go for walks, I just feel like I’ve got wings you know....if you hear the wind whistling, there’s inspiration in that.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

On Screen Text

“Makin’ it in life is kinda like bustin’ broncs:  you’re gonna get 

thrown a lot.  The simple secret is to keep gettin’ back on.”






Texas Bix Bender


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Narrator:

Shirley’s no mythical hero. 
She took a chance on life.

Gave and got a little wounded. 
Dared to come home. 
And earned her place among the singing cowboys of the west.

Canada’s cowboy sweetheart.

Canada’s yodeling queen.
The End
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